
Turn on Radio by turning the short knob on its top until it clicks.

Setting radio channel.  Radio has a primary channel (large number) and a secondary channel (small number in upper right).  Both have to match on each radio you want to talk to each other.

· Push the menu button down for 1 second until the large number starts flashing.  Change the number up or down by pressing the plus and minus buttons.  

· Push the menu button a second time and the small number will flash.  Change this number the same way.

· Push the menu button a third time and you will begin scrolling through other options.  Keep pushing the menu button until you return to the screen with the large and small numbers you selected (4 pushes).

· Lock the channels into place.

· Test and confirm that radios are talking to each other before you deploy.

Lock and unlock the channels by holding down the “Menu” button for about 5 seconds until you hear it beep.  A small lock icon will appear and disappear in the middle top of the display.

Volume is also controlled by this knob.  

Turn off by turning knob until it clicks.

Alert Feature.  The musical note button sends out an alert tone to all radios on the same channel.  It is useful if you are trying to get everyone’s attention.

Remove belt clip by pressing down on the portion of the clip with the “M” on it and pulling back.  Clip is replaced in the same manor.

Replace batteries (you can do this with the belt clip in place by turning it to the side):

Slide your fingernail under the recessed latch on the lower back plate of the radio and push up.  Lift the lower part of the back plate until it clears the rest of the radio and pull down.  (Plate has stationary “pins” that insert into the top of the back).

Remove batteries by holding the radio face up and gently striking the bottom of the radio against the heel of your hand.  The batteries will drop out.

Insert batteries, according to diagram inside the radio (for AA) or on the battery itself (rechargeable).  Place the top end of the battery in first then snap them down and into place.

Replace the back plate by inserting the stationary “pins” into their holes in the top back of the radio, then snapping the bottom into place.

Battery life is monitored on the top left side of the display.  

Signing out radios.  Each radio has a unique number printed on the back.  Please log the name of each person and the radio assigned to them.  It’s a lot easier to find missing radios later!

Communications Plan

In your neighborhood, set up a communication plan so all team members know what they are expected to do.  Issues to discuss include:

· Team name designation (Team 1, Team 500/John, SR1, etc)

· Primary and backup radio frequencies (if using radios)

· Emergency recall (in case the safety officer detects a hazardous condition that could endanger the search team) – Use whistle if not using radios.

· Status check (to confirm the team is OK and let them know how much time has elapsed*)

· Recall procedure (for rest or to send in fresh people)

Effective Messages

Keep radio communication to a minimum - If the person you need to talk to is close by, communicate face to face.

Keep it Simple - the more complex a message, the more likely it will be misunderstood. 


Remember to Key – Hesitate – Talk   Hold the side PTT (Push to talk) button down in the middle.  Wait 2 seconds and then talk.
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